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DAVID MARK DIAMOND
Park Hall 258, 200 Baldwin Street, Athens, GA 30602
706-542-1261; david.diamond@uga.edu

EDUCATION

Ph.D., English Language and Literature, University of Chicago (December 2015) 
Dissertation: “Full Faith and Credit: Reading Character After Calvin”
A.M., English Language and Literature, University of Chicago (December 2009)
A.B., English Literature and Government & Legal Studies, Bowdoin College (May 2006) 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of English, University of Georgia (Aug. 2025–Present)
Associate Professor of English and African American Studies, University of Georgia (Aug. 2025–
Present)
Assistant Professor of English and African American Studies, University of Georgia (Aug. 2022–
Jul. 2025)
Assistant Professor of English, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs (Aug. 
2016–May 2022)
Visiting Assistant Professor of English, Haverford College (Aug. 2019–July 2020)

RESEARCH INTERESTS
18th-century (1660–1830) Anglophone literature and culture; the history and theory of the novel; religious culture and postsecular critique; early Black Atlantic writing; literary histories of empire.

PUBLICATIONS

Academic Monograph

Reading Character After Calvin: Secularization, Empire, and the 18th-Century Novel, University of Virginia Press (2024)

Journal Articles and Essays in Edited Collections

“Mahomet and the Micturating Lieutenant: The Politics of Religious Pluralism in Eighteenth-Century India” (under review at Modern Language Quarterly)

“Phillis Wheatley and the Spiritual Stakes of Transatlantic Movement,” The Genius of Phillis Wheatley Peters: A Poet and Her Legacies, ed. Barbara McCaskill, Mona Narain, and Sarah Ruffing Robbins (Edinburgh University Press, forthcoming October 2026)

“Sancho’s Pluralistic Afterlife,” The Cambridge Companion to Charles Ignatius Sancho, ed. Nicole Aljoe and Kristina Huang (Cambridge University Press, 2026)

“Secular Fielding,” ELH 85, no. 3 (Fall 2018): 691–714

“Eros and Exchange Alley: Speculative Desire in Eliza Haywood’s Memoirs of a Certain Island,” Eighteenth-Century Fiction 30, no. 1 (Fall 2017): 45–64

“Sinners and ‘Standers by:’ Reading the Characters of Calvinism in The Pilgrim’s Progress,” Eighteenth-Century Studies 49, no. 1 (Fall 2015): 1–15

Book Reviews

Joan Wallach Scott, Sex and Secularism (Princeton University Press, 2017), Journal of the History of Sexuality 30, no. 1 (January 2021): 148–150

David Alff, The Wreckage of Intentions: Projects in British Culture, 1660–1730 (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2017), Modern Philology 117, no. 2 (November 2019): E106–108

Jacob Sider Jost, Prose Immortality, 1711–1819 (University of Virginia Press, 2015), The Journal of Religion 98, no. 3 (July 2018): 411–13

SELECTED CONFERENCE PAPERS, SEMINARS, AND TALKS

“Sancho and Religion.” Invited Panel presentation: “Visual and Cultural Worlds.” Charles Ignatius Sancho: A Black British Man of Letters and His World. British Academy and Northeastern University-London. London, U.K. March 13–14, 2026.
“Collaborative Authorship and Abolition: Belinda Sutton’s Petition.” Panel presentation co-authored with James Bryant Reeves (Texas State University): “Let’s Collab!” Annual Convention of the Modern Language Association. New Orleans, LA. January 9-12, 2025.
“Dean Mahomet and the Micturating Lieutenant.” Invited symposium presentation: “Secularism and the Question of Literature.” University of Illinois at Chicago. September 27, 2024.
“Inhabiting Contradiction,” Bedingfield Address, English Department Graduation, University of Georgia. Athens, GA. May 8, 2025.
“Sancho, Sterne, and Secularism.” Panel presentation: “Beyond the Secularization Thesis.” Annual Meeting of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Toronto, ON. April 4–6, 2025.
“Ignatius Sancho’s Pluralistic Afterlife.” Panel Presentation: “The Letters of the Late Ignatius Sancho.” Annual Meeting of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. St. Louis, MO. March 8–10, 2023.
“Phillis Wheatley Peters and / in Britain.” Roundtable Presentation: “A Poet and Her Legacies.” The Genius of Phillis Wheatley Peters Project. Virtual. January 31, 2023.
“Ottobah Cugoano and the ‘True Religion’ of Social Reform.” Panel presentation: “Constructing ‘Religion’ in the Enlightenment.” Annual Meeting of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Virtual. April 7–11, 2021.
“Peter Gay, Donald Greene, and the Postsecular Enlightenment.” Roundtable presentation: “ASECularization.” Annual Meeting of the American Society for Eighteenth- Century Studies. Denver, CO. March 21–3, 2019.
“Character.” Seminar presentation: “Our Secular Concepts.” Annual Meeting of the American Comparative Literature Association. University of California Los Angeles. March 29–April 2, 2018.
“Gothic Fiction and / as Post-Secular Critique.” Panel presentation: “New Approaches to the Gothic.” Annual Conference of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Orlando, FL. March 22–4, 2018.
“James Hogg, Secularism, and the Novel.” Panel presentation: “Devotional Spaces and Places.” Annual Conference of the North American Society for the Study of Romanticism. Ottawa, Ont. August 10–14, 2017.
“‘A Scientific Character:’ Fiction and Calvinist Semiotics.” Panel presentation: “Sciences of Wonder.” Annual Meeting of the Western Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. University of California at Santa Barbara. February 17–18, 2017.
“Reading Character After Calvin.” Seminar presentation: “Secularization and the Novel.” Annual Meeting of the American Comparative Literature Association. Harvard University. March 17–20, 2016.
“Reason and Grace in The Pilgrim’s Progress.” The 14th International Congress for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Erasmus University Rotterdam. July 27–31, 2015.

GRANTS AND AWARDS

Martha Munn Bedingfield Excellence in Teaching Award, Department of English, University of Georgia. May 2024.
Provost’s International Travel Fund, Office of the Provost, University of Georgia. Mar. 2024, Nov. 2025.
Research Seminar Grant, Willson Center for the Humanities and the Arts. Proposal co-authored with Casie LeGette. Mar. 2024, Mar. 2025.
Department-Invited Artist or Lecture Grant for Peter Coviello, “Is There God after Prince.” Willson Center for the Humanities and the Arts. Dec. 2023.
Research Seminar Grant, Research Seminar Grant, Willson Center for the Humanities and the Arts. Proposal co-authored with Casie LeGette. Mar. 2023.
NEH Summer Seminar: “Religion, Secularism, and the Novel.” University of Iowa, July 14–August 
2, 2019.
Stuart Tave Teaching Fellowship (Departmental Nominee), University of Chicago Humanities 
Division, Winter 2014
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Dissertation-Year Fellowship, University of Chicago, 2013–2014
University Fellowship, University of Chicago Department of English, 2008–2013
Summer Research Stipend, University of Chicago Department of English, 2009–2011
Marcia Tillotson Conference Travel Award, University of Chicago Department of English, Spring 
2013
President’s Award, Bowdoin College, 2006
Academic Achievement Award, Bowdoin College Athletic Department, 2006
Swede Nelson Award (“the very best, and most academically talented, college football player in 
New England”), Greater Boston Gridiron Club, 2005
Phi Beta Kappa, Bowdoin College, 2005

RECENT COURSES TAUGHT

University of Georgia—Undergraduate
ENGL 2320: British and Irish Literature Since 1700, Fall 2022
AFAM/ENGL 3480: Literature and the Black Atlantic, Fall 2023
ENGL 4370: Milton, Spring 2024, Fall 2025
ENGL 4450: The Global Eighteenth Century, Fall 2022 and Fall 2023
AFAM/ENGL 4470: Eighteenth-Century Literature and the Black Atlantic, Spring 2023, 2024, 
and 2025

University of Georgia—Graduate
ENGL 8400: Seminar in Eighteenth Century Literature, Spring 2023 (“Empire of Faith”), Spring 
2025 (“18th-Century Literature & the Gods”)

STUDENT ADVISING

Undergraduate
Annabella Opipari, Directed Reading Supervisor, HONS 4690R: “Lady Mary Wortley Montagu.” 
December 2024.
Erin O’Keefe, Directed Reading Supervisor, ENGL 4690R: “Character Study: Eighteenth-Century 
Literary Persons.” Awarded Departmental Honors, May 2024.
Claire D’Agostino, Writing Certificate Portfolio Reviewer, May 2024.

Graduate
Canon Jackson, Director, M.A. Thesis: “Genealogies of Romantic Secularism: Percy Shelly 
from Queen Mab to Prometheus Unbound.” Defended March 17, 2026.
Malia Little, Director, M.A. Thesis: “Tending the Soul: Gardening as Theological Struggle in 
Paradise Lost and The Wild Iris.” Ongoing.
Allison Harris, Ph.D. Examination Committee Member. Passed September 30, 2024.
Ali Ahsan. Ph.D. Examination Committee Member (Comparative Literature). Passed August 26, 
2024.
Spencer Doss, Advisory Committee Member, M.A. thesis: “Medical Style in Victorian Literature.” 
Defended April 1, 2024.
Margaret Espiritu, Advisory Committee, M.A. thesis: “‘Woven and Interwoven:’ Female 
Connections in George Eliot and W.E.B. Du Bois.” Defended April 2, 2024.
Joanna Baillie, Ph.D. Examination Committee Member. Passed February 26, 2024.
Sammi Richt, Advisory Committee Member, M.A. thesis: “The Vindications, Emma, and The 
Woman of Colour: Feminist Appropriations of Abolitionist Language.” Defended June 23, 2023.

SERVICE

To the University of Georgia
Chair, Graduate Committee, Department of English, August 2025–present.
Chair, Ad-Hoc Committee: Lecturer Partner Hire, Department of English, March–April 2026.
Co-Director, Georgia Colloquium in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century British Literature, 
August 2023–present.
Member, University Council, August 2025–present.
Member, Advisory Committee, Department of English, August 2023–July 2025.
Member, Undergraduate Committee, Department of English, August 2024–July 2025.
Member, Lecturer Search Committee, English Department, February–April 2025. 
Workshop presenter and co-organizer, “Printing Early Modern Race: A Rare Books Workshop.” 
University of Georgia Symposium on the Book. Athens, GA. February 16, 2023.

To the Profession
Member, Program Committee, American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies, May 2026–present.
Peer reviewer, Eighteenth Century Studies, Spring 2026
Peer reviewer, religions, Spring 2025
Panel chair, “Letters as Pedagogy: Epistolary Fiction and the Modern Self.” Annual Meeting of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Toronto, ON. April 6, 2024.
Peer reviewer, Oxford Bibliographies in Atlantic History, Fall 2023.
Peer reviewer, The Journal of Religion, Spring 2017– present.
Panel organizer and chair, “The Global Eighteenth Century.” Annual Meeting of the Southeastern American Society for the Eighteenth Century Studies. Furman University. February 29–March 2, 
2024 
Panel co-organizer and chair, “Religion in Eighteenth-Century Studies.” Annual Meeting of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Denver, CO. March 21–24, 2019.
Seminar co-organizer, “Our Secular Concepts.” Annual Meeting of the American Comparative 
Literature Association. University of California at Los Angeles. March 29– April 1, 2018.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies
Modern Language Association
North American Society for the Study of Romanticism
Southeastern Society for Eighteenth Century Studies

